Objective: This prospective study was undertaken to examine the effects of subclinical intraamniotic infection on fetal behavioral patterns.
(PTL) and premature rupture of the fetal membranes (PROM) in AF of infection-associated preterm labor. 9' 10 Analysis of fetal behavior has recently been used to evaluate patients with PROM. The findings of several studies suggest that the infected fetus behaves differently from the noninfected fetus. [11] [12] [13] [14] In particular, a decrease in the amount of fetal (Table 4 ). In the PPROM group, two patients had evidence of infection, with one patient culture-positive and another with LPS present. Cytokines were present in both patients with evidence of infection (mean level IL- [3 5.6 ng/mL; IL-6 23.7 ng/mL; and IL-8 148.2 ng/mL). In only one patient was fetal movement absent, and this pregnancy was in the infected group. Two fetuses had absent fetal breathing and movement, and both were in the noninfected group.
One fetus was nonreactive (in the infected group).
In the pregnancies delivered within 48 hours and complicated by preterm labor, four patients (23.5%) had infection ( 
